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PROJECTS 
This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may include announcements of contem- 
plated or ungoing projects, information on doctoral theses in 
progress or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, 
and available information on completion time), proposals and 
questions, and requests for assistance. Announcements of indi- 
vidual research projects, including theses, are very important 
to avoid awkward and wasteful duplication of effort. Articles 
will ordinarily describe projected, in progress, or completed 
large-scale projects involving one or several scholars and 
should follow the same standards as other articles. 
MATERIALS FOR THE HISTORY OF WESTERN EUROPEAN MATHEMATICS 
IN THE MIDDLE AGES AND RENAISSANCE 
By Menso Folkerts 
University of Munich, 
D-8000 Munich 26, West Germany 
Professor Menso Folkerts of the Ludwig-Maximilians-Univer- 
sitsit MCinchen is currently directing a project aimed at collect- 
ing primary materials essential for studying the development of 
mathematics in Western Europe before 1500. The project is 
located at the Universities of Munich and Oldenburg, and is 
being financed by the Volkswagen Foundation. Its objective is 
to gather in a single location copies and descriptions of all 
mathematical texts written in Western European languages (Latin 
and vernacular) between 500 and 1500. For this purpose, the 
use of the word "mathematics" is being relatively strictly de- 
fined--all texts, according to modern criteria, which belong 
to astronomy, physics, or philosophy are excluded. 
To be included in the collection are: 
1. self-contained treatises on mathematics; 
2. mathematical tables and short notes on mathematical 
topics, such as the numerical values of letters of the 
alphabet. 
Specificically excluded from the collection are: 
1. mathematical parts of encyclopedias and other large- 
scale compilations of material; 
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2. texts on calendar computing (computi); 
3. texts describing astronomical instruments (with the 
exception of the quadrant and Jacob's staff); 
4. texts on logic; 
5. texts written in Greek, Arabic, or Hebrew. 
In order to avoid errors contained in the secondary liter- 
ature, only the original manuscripts or microfilms of the 
original manuscripts are being examined. In addition to 
essential data such as shelfmarks, age, form, material, number 
of leaves, etc., information on the place of origin, previous 
owners, earlier shelfmarks, incipits and explicits, descrip- 
tions in published catalogs, and references in the scientific 
literature are being recorded. The collection will eventually 
be accessed and fully indexed with the use of computer technol- 
WY l This phase of the project will be coordinated with Profes- 
sor Nan Hahn of Rutgers University, who is directing a related 
project aimed at forming a computerized index of all Latin 
scientific manuscripts. 
Professor Folkerts will be happy to answer any questions 
concerning the project and provide information on those manu- 
scripts he has already examined. He would also be grateful 
for any references to the existence of manuscripts that include 
mathematical texts, particularly if those manuscripts have not 
been listed in any generally accessible printed catalogs. All 
inquiries should be addressed to: Prof. Dr. M. Folkerts, 
Institut fiir Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften der UniversitSt 
Mtinchen, Deutsches Museum, Postfach, D-8000 Mcnchen 26, FRG, 
HAS 3. G. MENDEL BEEN "TOO ACCURATE" IN HIS EXPERIMENTS? 
THE x2 TEST AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO THE 
EVALUATION OF GENETIC SEGREGATION 
By W. W. Piegorsch 
Biometrics Unit, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, NY 14853 
Ever since R. A. Fisher published his 1936 article "Has 
Mendel's Work Been Rediscovered?" the surprisingly high con- 
formity between Gregor Mendel's observed and expected ratios 
in his momentous experiments with peas has plagued historians 
of biology and statistics alike. Fisher's calculated x2 sta- 
tistic of the experiments suggested that results on a par with 
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